
Monday October26 2020

ThomasS Schneidau
TheOfficeoftheCityAttorney
TheCityofSlidell

PO Box828
Slidell Louisiana704590828

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2020707

DearMr Schneidau

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsNovember6 2020meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibittheCityofSlidell throughtheSlidellPoliceDepartment SPD
fromplacingretiredK9officerswiththeirSPDhandlerorothersufficientlytrainedlaw
enforcementemployeesoftheSPD

FPACTS ROVIDED

TheSPD ownsanumberofhighlytrainedK9officersthatworkwithspeciallytrained
human SPDofficersinvariouslawenforcementactivities includinginnarcoticsdetection

andsuspectapprehension Duringtheircareer K9officersremaininthecustodyoftheir
handler theK9officershumanpartnerandanemployeeoftheSPD Uponretirementofthe
SPDK9officerfromactiveservice theSPDdesiresthattheretiredK9officerliveoutitslife
withitshandleroranotheradequatelytrainedSPDlawenforcementmember TheSPDhas
inquiredastowhethertheCodewouldprohibitthehandlerorotherSPDemployeefrom
receivingownershipofaretiredK9officerthroughaction privatepurchase donation or
othermeansofdispositionbytheSPD

LAW

La RS 421111 A prohibitsapublicemployeefromreceivinganythingofeconomicvalue
otherthancompensationandbenefitsfromthegovernmentalentitytowhichheisduly
entitled fortheperformanceofthedutiesandresponsibilitiesofhisofficeorposition
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CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented
currentSPDemployeeswouldnotbeprohibitedfromreceivingtheretiredK9officerthrough
donationorotherSPDdispositionaslongasitistheSPDspolicythatthecurrentSPD
employeeisdulyentitledtoreceivetheretiredK9officer Thispolicyappearsevidentgiven
theSPDsdesiretoplacetheretiredK9officerwithitshandleroranotherappropriately
trainedSPDemployee

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeof
GovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct and
conflictofinterestprovisionsinthegaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontact
meat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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